THE PERMANENT PEOPLES' TRIBUNAL
SECOND SESSION ON THE PHILIPPINES
INDICTING THE US-BACKED ARROYO REGIME
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, ECONOMIC PLUNDER
AND TRANSGRESSION  OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE’S SOVEREIGNTY
The People’s Tribunal

The Permanent Peoples' Tribunal: Second Session on the Philippines is a major part of the campaign of the Filipino people to expose, condemn and fight the crimes of the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo regime and its principal foreign accomplice. The United States, particularly the Bush administration, is the force behind the intensification of exploitation and oppression of the Filipino people as well as the peoples of the world. 

The Permanent Peoples' Tribunal is an international opinion tribunal, independent from any State authority. It examines and judges complaints regarding violations of human rights and rights of peoples that are submitted by the victims themselves or groups representing them. The Tribunal was founded in June 1979 in Italy by law experts, writers and other intellectuals. It succeeded the Russell Tribunals I and II or the International War Crimes Tribunal, which held two sessions in 1967 to expose the war crimes committed against the Vietnamese people.
 
In 1980, the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal convened a Session on the Philippines to hear the case against the dictator Ferdinand E. Marcos, at the suit of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF). It was the first international juridical body to condemn the US sponsored Marcos dictatorship. Marcos was later deposed through a popular uprising in February 1986.

In recognition of the urgency of the appeal of the Initiating Group of Philippine organizations, the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal has decided to convene the Second Session on the Philippines. It shall hear and deliberate on the indictment against the Arroyo regime, the US government and multilateral agencies acting as their accomplices, in violating the Filipino people's individual and collective rights, and for crimes under international law.

The Complaints
· Violations of human rights, especially civil and political rights, with particular focus on summary executions, disappearances, massacres, torture as well as other vicious, brutal and systematic abuses and attacks on the basic democratic rights of the people. 

· Violations of human rights, especially economic, social and cultural rights of the Filipino people through the imposition of "free market" globalization to exploit them; transgression of their economic sovereignty and national patrimony; various forms of economic plunder and attacks on their economic rights; and the destruction of the environment. 

· Violations of the rights of the people to national self-determination and liberation through the imposition of the US war of terror; US military intervention; as well as the perpetration of crimes against humanity and war crimes; misrepresentations of the people's right to national liberation and self-determination as terrorism and the baseless "terrorist" listing of individuals, organizations and other entities by the US and other governments.
Call for Support

The growing number of extrajudicial killings and other gross human rights violations committed by the Arroyo government’s military and police forces in the Philippines today cry out for justice. KARAPATAN (Alliance for the Advancement of Peoples’ Rights) reports that since 2001 – when Mrs. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo assumed the presidency -- there have been more than 750 documented victims of extra-judicial killings. More than 180 have been abducted and forcibly disappeared. More than 200 have survived assassination attempts. Tens of thousands have also become internal refugees as a result of military operations, which include indiscriminate bombings and strafing of rural communities. 

The Arroyo government’s intensified attacks on the people, marked by the cold-blooded murder of unarmed political activists, church people, journalists, lawyers, teachers and human rights defenders multiply with impunity. These are motivated by Arroyo’s drive for political survival and are inline with the US government’s “war on terror” and the economic interest of multinational corporations in the Philippines.

Well-documented cases of human rights violations have already been brought to the attention of the United Nations through its offices in New York and Geneva. A number of international entities have also conducted fact-finding missions and have issued reports, recommendations and condemnations of the regime’s lack of resolute action to stop the killings. Among these international groups are the Amnesty International, Asian Human Rights Commission, the International Labor Solidarity Mission, the International Peasants Fact Finding Mission, the Hong Kong Fact-Finding Mission to the Philippines, Reporters Sans Frontiers, Lawyers without Borders and Lawyers for Lawyers from the Netherlands, International Association of Democratic Lawyers, and four women lawyers from the United States.

Various church organizations like the World Council of Churches, Christian Conference of Asia, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, United Church of Canada, United Methodist Church of the USA, United Evangelical Mission of Germany and the National Council of Churches in Japan have likewise issued their statements and resolutions calling on the Manila government to bring an end to the killings. Notably, a number of Members of Parliament from Europe and a number of officials from other countries have also expressed their concerns over the deteriorating human rights situation in the Philippines. The list continues to lengthen.

In response to this growing international pressure, Mrs. Arroyo has belatedly seen the need to take a pro-forma official action by creating the Melo Commission to look into the killings. But this was clearly intended to merely deflect and diffuse the continuing barrage of criticisms against her government. Even before this could start its investigation, Mrs. Arroyo issued a blanket statement absolving her military and police forces of any wrongdoing, despite testimonies from survivors and witnesses to the contrary.

The Filipino people are not cowed by terror nor duped by the Arroyo regime. They continue to find avenues to make this despicable situation known throughout the world and gather the widest support for the Filipino people’s just and legitimate struggle for national self determination and social transformation.

BE PART of this MOMENTOUS ENDEAVOR!
The success of this project rests on the efforts of all freedom loving Filipinos and the support of foreign friends and solidarity partners.
Send in messages of support, distribute leaflets, spread the word and gather more support from friends and colleagues. Join organizations and activities supporting the Filipino people, send in your donations!

Group of Initiators
HUSTISYA! (Victims of the US-Arroyo Regime United for Justice), SELDA (an organization of political prisoners) | Desaparacidos (an organization of victims, relatives and friends of the disappeared) | Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (New Patriotic Alliance) | Public Interest Law Center | Philippine Peace Center | IBON Foundation, Inc. | Peace for Life | KARAPATAN (Alliance for the Advancement of People's Rights) | Ecumenical Bishops’ Forum | United Church of Christ in the Philippines. 
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